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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 9:24 AM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Joan & George Rittenberger  
(jpritt@gmail.com)  
240 Huckleberry Rd  
Indiana, PA 15701 US  

Comments entered:  
 
We support Gov. Tom Wolf’s proposal to have Pennsylvania join the Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative. 
 
We recently installed solar panels on our house through the Indiana County Solar Co-op. The 
installation was done by Groundhog Solar of Altoona, a very reputable company owned by 
Richard Flarend. The 4 person crew worked on our installation for at least three days. Those 
jobs, we assume, are well above minimum wage and will be secure work for those installers for 
years to come. 
 
It has been exciting to sit on our deck and look up at those solar panels and realize that we are 
doing a small part to combat climate change. We have 7 grandchildren and like to tell people 
that they are the reason we did this. A livable world is not guaranteed to them if action is not 
taken by citizens, industry, and government. We must move away from our dependence on 
fossil fuels and embrace the development and use of new energy technologies which do not 
harm the atmosphere. Life as we know it could disappear for future generations. 
 
We both come from many generations of coal miners. Our ancestors left Scotland and Germany 
to work the mines of western Pennsylvania. George is a Penn State grad and was employed as a 
mining engineer. Now we, the coal miner and the coal miner’s daughter, drive hybrid 
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automobiles and have moved into the new energy future. We encourage the legislators and 
decision makers to again make Pennsylvania a leader in energy production. We have the 
workers that can be retrained to do this work. We need leaders to chart the course and take us 
into a clean energy world. Let’s look to the future and not dwell in the past. May Pennsylvania 
become a leader in clean energy production, and may Gov. Tom Wolf’s proposal to have 
Pennsylvania join the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative be a beginning step in this process.  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


